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PRE-PROFESSIONAL PREPARATION

In addition to associate’s degrees and certificate programs,
NMSU-A sponsors additional programs which prepare students
for bachelor's degrees and certification in several areas. These
programs include the freshman and sophomore requirements for
Pre-Law, Pre-Medical, Pre-Dental, and Pre-Engineering Studies.

Pre-Forestry

Students at NMSU-A can complete some of the basic courses that
can lead to a bachelor’s degree in Forestry. NMSU has a special
agreement with Northern Arizona University and Oklahoma

State University that allows students to be accepted into their
Forestry programs. Please see the NMSU undergraduate catalog
for more information under the College of Agriculture and Home
Economics. Also, review the catalog of the university you wish
to attend to verify those courses. Courses may include but are not
limited to:

» HORT 115, ENGL 111G, ENGL 218G, CHEM 111G/GL,
CHEM 112G/GL, C S 110, BIOL 111G/GL, BIOL 211G/GL,
ECON 251G, ECON 252G, COMM 265G, MATH 121G,
MATH 190G, STAT 251, ANTH 115, and ANTH 125G

Pre-Health-Medical or Dental

Students planning to attend medical, osteopathic, or dental schools
may major in any discipline. Biology, chemistry, biochemistry,
and physics are common majors for students entering the health
professions, and these fields are emphasized on medical entrance
examinations like the MCAT or DAT. Summary statistics from
national surveys of students taking medical entrance examinations
show that majors in the social sciences and humanities score

as well as science majors, as long as the minimum science
requirements are met. Consequently, students should not be
discouraged from pursuing a field of study outside traditional
premedical curriculum if they meet basic science requirements.
Most health professional schools require:

»  Chemistry, 16 credits

» Biology, 8-16 credits, and

»  Physics, 8 credits.

Selection to professional schools is typically based on four separate
criteria:

»  Evaluation of academic transcripts,

» Evaluation of scores on admissions tests,

» Letters of recommendation, and

»  Personal interviews.

NMSU-A students who wish to begin studies in preparation for
entrance into any medical or dental school should contact an

Academic Advisor for assistance in developing an appropriate
personalized program of studies.

Pre-Law

Most law schools require a bachelor's degree as a prerequisite for
admission; few require specific undergraduate courses or majors.

A liberal arts undergraduate program is an excellent background
for law school. It is highly recommended that students take several
Paralegal courses including but not limited to Constitutional Law,
Legal Research and Writing I and II.

Admission to law school generally is based on three separate but
interrelated criteria: evaluation of academic transcripts, evaluation
of score on the Law School Admissions Test (LSAT), and letters of
recommendation. In addition, some law schools will use personal
interviews or essays as a criterion. Prospective law students are
advised to take the LSAT early in their senior year.

Students at NMSU-A may enroll in courses as part of a pre-law

curriculum. Students planning to enroll in pre-law are urged to

> Research the professional school of choice to determine specific
admission requirements and appropriate courses to be taken at
NMSU-A.

»  Contact an NMSU-A Academic Advisor to develop an
appropriate pre-law major/program.

Pre-Veterinary

Students at NMSU-A can complete some of the preparatory courses
that are required by many of the professional colleges of veterinary
medicine. The Department of Animal and Range Sciences at NMSU
has current requirements for several area veterinary schools. For
more information see the NMSU undergraduate catalog under the
College of Agriculture and Home Economics. Courses at NMSU-
Alamogordo that meet these requirements may include but are not
limited to:

» BIOL 111G/GL, BIOL 211G/GL, CHEM 111G/, CHEM 112G,
CHEM 211, ENGL 111G, MATH 142G or MATH 191G, PHYS
211G/GL, PHYS 212G/GL, one arts/humanities course, one
history course, and one social science course.





