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From the President's Office
It has been a busy couple of weeks, beginning with a
visit from Craig Holden of the NMSU Foundation. The
meeting was held to ensure the corporate side of the
foundation understands the needs of our faculty, staff,
and students. They have pledged to help us solicit funds
to support NMSU-A as opportunities arise on the
corporate side of fund raising.
On Friday, Nov 6, NMSU-A co-sponsored the inaugural
summit on "Hunger and Homelessness." The summit
was extremely successful, much of which was due to the
efforts of Dr. Bruce Martin and the Hunger Coalition of
Alamogordo. Guests from across the state were involved
in panel discussions and clinics that provided data and
strategies to improve the plight of those who suffer
hunger and homelessness in Otero County.
I attended the College Bound Elementary program at
Desert Star Elementary School on Nov 10, sponsored by
NMSU-A. Congratulations to Dr. Juan Garcia for his
efforts to organize and promote the event. It was a huge
success and the appreciation from parents, students,
and the administration was extremely enthusiastic. I
look forward to expanding this activity to include more
public schools.
We are making some huge changes in our support to
Holloman AFB that I believe will eventually help increase
our enrollment and assistance to those who are
stationed at Holloman who wish to take NMSU-A
courses. I hope to soon have the details about some very
good news, which I will share with you in the next
Campus Connection.

Registration Start Dates
Sophomores – November 18
Freshmen – November 19
Non-Degree – November 20
New Students – November 30

Lady of the Mountain Run
December 12, 2015
8:00 am Half Marathon/
Corp Cup Relay
8:15 am 10K and 5K
10:00 am Kids Run
Register at First National Bank on 10th St
or Active.com
More information at
www.ladyofthemountainrun.com
The NMSU-A Social Sciences Club will
sponsor the Kid's One Mile Fun Run. In
addition, all the proceeds from the run go
to needs based college scholarships for
students attending NMSU-A. Last year the
run made $5,000 for scholarships.

Lastly, I want to sincerely thank all of you who are
working so hard to improve this college. I am impressed
and encouraged by the large number of faculty, staff,
and students who truly believe in our purpose and
understand the importance of making good choices that will, 1) help students be successful, 2) encourage community
engagement, 3) promote diversity, and 4) manage our resources wisely.
Have a wonderful Thanksgiving Holiday!

Natural History of Life Class
A class offered this spring, FWCE 110 A01
Natural History of Life, will include a trip for
four days during spring break to travel to the
location of a threatened species of turtles,
where the students will get hands-on
experiences in wildlife monitoring. Students
will put radio telemetry devices on the
turtle's carapace, then track them using high
tech instruments to see where they travel
and find nests.
Jennifer Smith, Associate Biology Professor,
received a $30K grant to research this
threatened species of turtle. The grant,
funded by Texas Parks and Wildlife License
Plate funds, will pay for the radio telemetry
equipment. This is a very poorly understood
turtle, so the information gathered will help
scientists understand the life history of this
species. This information is critical to help
preserve the appropriate habitats and help
increase their numbers in the wild.

Take Back The Night
T-Shirt Contest
Message: Shatter
the Silence. Stop
the Violence
First Prize: $50.00
Second Prize: $25.00
Third Prize: $10.00
Submission Deadline: Monday, Nov 30 at midnight
Design submission guidelines:
 Entrants must physically reside in Otero County
 Must include no more than three colors
 Must include “Take Back the Night Alamogordo”
and “April 30, 2016” in the design
 Must submit original 8.5” x 11” design or scanned
design files and a copy of the completed, signed
release form (available on Take Back the Night
Alamogordo Facebook page) to
tbtnalamogordo@gmail.com or P.O. Box 365,
Alamogordo, NM 88311
Winners will be notified by email or by telephone.
Winners will be announced on the Take Back the Night
Alamogordo Facebook and Twitter pages.

Besides the spring break trip, the class will meet every other
Friday in the spring from 9am-4pm. The class will leave the
NMSU-A campus at 9 am in a van and go to the locations of
study. They will spend some time in Cloudcroft working with the
Forest Service where the students will conduct wildlife and plant
surveys, assess the trees’ health or mark them for removal,
calculate fuel load to help with fire prevention, work on trail
improvement, and use GPS and compasses to locate Mexican
Spotted owls. The students will get certifications through
agencies in these areas that they will be able to put on their
resumes. They will also work at White Sands National Monument
and Oliver Lee State Park. The students will interface with
Rangers and other scientists and learn directly from these
experts in their field. Please call 575-439-3764 to speak with the
professor directly or email jsmith77@nmsu.edu.

NMSU-A Selected as a Military
Friendly University

Retention Plan Update
Question: Do you know the 4 Vital Strategies
focused on in the Retention Plan?
Answer:
1) Advising Redesign and Development
2) Late Applicants
3) Ethnicity
4) Quality Customer Service

New Mexico State University Alamogordo has
been named as a top military-friendly school for
2016 by Victory Media, publishers of G.I. Jobs,
STEM Jobs and Military Spouse.

“This campus was established in 1958 in great
part to provide educational opportunities for the
men and women at Holloman AFB,” said Dr.
Ken Van Winkle, interim NMSU-A
President. “We are extremely proud of that
heritage and continue to strive to support our military personnel and our veterans in the Alamogordo
community and surrounding area.”
Institutions of higher learning competed for the title by completing an
extensive survey covering ten indicators of success, including
support for student veterans on campus, graduation and
employment outcomes, and military spouse policies.
“Those earning the 2016 Military Friendly® designation demonstrate
a strong connection between classroom learning and career
development. They’re moving the needle beyond ‘why recruit
military’ to translating military competencies into training and
positive employment after graduation,” said Daniel Nichols, Chief
Product Officer of Victory Media.
This is the seventh consecutive year NMSU-A has been listed as a top institution in the country that
supports military students, which will be featured in the annual Guide to Military Friendly Schools,
special education issues of G.I. Jobs and Military Spouse magazine. For a complete list of the rankings
visit https://militaryfriendly.com.

"The Fox on the Fairway"
There is still time to see NMSU-A Theatre’s presentation of
Ken Ludwig's romantic comedy “The Fox on the Fairway” at
the Rohovec Theatre.
This Friday & Saturday, November 20 & 21, 7:30pm
Sunday, November 22, matinee at 2pm
NMSU-A students: $2 at the Rohovec Box Office the date of
the production (students can purchase up to 2 student tickets).
Non-student admission: $8 for adults.
Ludwig is one of America's premiere playwrights, and he
specializes in farces and comedies. "The Fox on the Fairway" is set at Quail Valley Golf and Country Club
during tournament weekend. The madcap antics focus on the shenanigans that ensue between two rival
clubs. Cast members include NMSU-A students Kyrsten Horgan and Zackery Miller, Michael Hillis (from our
Campus Cafe and Deli), and community members Monica Helm, Tony Calderon, and Kathy Barnes. For more
information, call 439-3670.

The Art Show features student work from ceramics,
painting, drawing, photography, graphic design and
various digital media. The Pro Tech Division will host a
formal presentation of student artwork in the Art
Exhibition Lab located next to the lobby in the Pro Tech
building.

Looking for a new class to take?
Communication 291 A01
“Film Appreciation”
3-credits
“I’ll never watch a movie the same
way again!”---Student
2:30-3:45pm MW
BIG SCREEN/No Textbook
A Great Elective for All Degrees

The Art Society (student art organization) will also have their Student Art Sale during the show and will
offer paintings, drawings, ceramics, digital art and photographic artwork for sale.
This is a great opportunity to bring your family and friends to a great showing of art from our very
talented NMSU-A students. You may even be able to complete your Christmas shopping by purchasing
some beautiful student artwork. Light refreshments and music will be offered. For more information,
contact Theresa at 439-3670.

Aggie Cupboard Alamogordo
Dear Campus Community,
I appreciated the email from Garrey Carruthers concerning Aggie Cupboard
and his idea on supporting that organization in lieu of gifts to family and
friends.
However, I want to point out that we have Aggie Cupboard Alamogordo that
could use your support during the holiday season. Similarly, donations can be
made in the name of family or friends to NMSU-A and the money will stay in
our community to help those less fortunate in Otero County. If you would like
to donate to Aggie Cupboard Alamogordo, please make checks payable to the
NMSU-A Foundation with Aggie Cupboard Alamogordo on the memo
line. Mary Fechner, in the President’s Office, will be the contact to receive
your donation.
Thank you,
Dr. Ken Van Winkle, Interim President, NMSU Alamogordo

Faculty Assembly Consortium in Brief
Colleagues, we hope you will join us Friday, 20 Nov. for the next Faculty Assembly. Current
topics of discussion include adjunct affairs, campus communication, and shared governance. All
faculty are encouraged to attend and share their knowledge.

Veterans Day
Celebration

As part of Veterans Day, the Adult Education classes
wrote out the names of Veterans they chose to honor.

Tuesday, Nov 17, 8 am-1 pm
Thursday, Nov 19, 8-10 am
NMSU-A Patio Area
Free Quit Kits both days
Cupcakes on the 19th

Alamogordo Public Schools and New Mexico
State University Alamogordo hosted a
college bound ceremony at Desert Star
Elementary to kick off an initiative to get
students thinking about going to college
Tuesday evening.
Desert Star principal Victor Gonzales said
while he wants his students to first make it
through elementary school and then
graduate from high school, he’s recently
spoken to his students about what it takes to
go to college. “It takes willpower and ganas
(desire),” he said. “You can do anything you
want to do.”
Dr. Ken Van Winkle, NMSU-A interim
president, spoke during the ceremony about
educational experiences. “I grew up in this
community and I know we have wonderful
teachers here,” Van Winkle said. “Teachers,
remember how important you are. I
understand your job is very difficult and it
seems that we expect more and more from you every year but please understand the
impact you have on the lives of these young children. It is forever.”
Through this initiative, NMSU-A plans to build elementary school to college connections by
hosting workshops, presentations, outreach programs and parent involvement. NMSU-A
also plans to have faculty and staff volunteering during Desert Star’s science and art fairs.
“It’s very important to start building and creating the college bound culture early in school,”
said Dr. Juan Garcia, Director of External Affairs and Development. “We want the students,
even when they’re in kindergarten, to be able to understand that they are college material.”
“We want all the Otero County schools to be part of a college-bound county,” Garcia said.
See the full article at http://www.alamogordonews.com/story/news/education/
2015/11/11/college-begins-kindergarten/75590936/
The Next edition of “Campus
Connection” will be published on
Dec 8. Please have any inputs to
Brenda Campbell,
brendalc@nmsu.edu, by Dec 3.

Welcome to our new
lead Academic Advisor
John Barnes

Students Learn About Renewable Energy
On November 7, the course “Introduction to Renewable Energy”, ET125,
held a hands-on class in which the students were able to measure the
output of a solar photovoltaic module and learn why these electrical
generators are replacing the current power generation systems (coal-fired
and nuclear electrical generation systems) with clean, non-polluting
electrical generation systems in the US and around the world.
Photovoltaic cells use light to produce electricity and are made of silicon
(sand). Photovoltaic systems are quiet, clean, and non-polluting.
The Saturday lab was an introduction to the solar module and how to
characterize the basic electrical output profile of the PV device. The
students’ job was to determine the I-V curve of the solar module given them by applying a load to the module
and measuring the current and voltage at a specific load resistance.
With the massive growth of the photovoltaic industry comes the need for trained installers, men and women who
know how and understand what is required to install this power source on your home or property, to take
advantage of the free energy source from the sun. That is one of the purposes of the Renewable Energy program
here at NMSU-A.

Students Learn the Impact of Air and Blood
on the Heart and Lungs
The Students in the A&P II class recently dissected
sheep lungs and heart to learn about how air and
blood are used by the body to function. During
class, they intubated the lungs to inflate them to see
how they expand when filled with air. They also
traced the path from the trachea to the bronchi to
the bronchiole tree.
They were also able to observe that not all the air
can be removed from the lungs because it is trapped
in the alveoli, thus the tissue floats in water due to
the trapped air.
Another task for the students was to trace the path
of blood through the heart to the lungs and back to
the heart where it is sent throughout the body.

Nov. 9th-20th 25% Off All Fleece
Store closed Nov. 23th-27th
Nov. 30th-Dec. 11th 25% Off Champion
branded items

