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From the President's Office
I hope everyone had a pleasant break, is refreshed and
ready to get back to the business of serving the students of
NMSU-A. Or, if you are a student, finishing your coursework.
I just have a brief list of announcements and accolades.


I am pleased to announce that a New Mexico State
University Alamogordo student is one of three winners
selected from well over 200 contest entries in the Scott
Wright Student Essay Contest sponsored by NISOD
(National Institute of Staff and Organizational
Development). With this honor, Cheryl Carroll, Frank
Webb, and NMSU-A will all receive awards.
Congratulations and thanks go to Cheryl for writing
such a moving essay about the caring attitude of Frank
Webb.



Congratulations and thank you to Tanya Allred, Anne
Ricksecker, Karen Reid, Joyce Hill, and Judie
Strawderman for their excellent presentations at the
New Mexico Higher Education Assessment and
Retention Conference held in Albuquerque February 25
and 26. I am thrilled that our faculty and staff have
taken the lead on many of these issues.



Thank you to Juan Garcia and the students who spent
much of their Saturday manning our booth at “Spring
Fling.” It is important for us to be available to the
community whenever possible.



The Open House is April 1!



Please mark your calendars for the 2nd Annual
Engagement Conference on Friday, April 8 sponsored by
the Learning Signature Task Force. The theme for this year
is Service Learning.

Well…the vote is in. The campus has voted 83.64% (92) for the
compressed schedule of a summer 4-day workweek and
16.36% (18) against. The change is not official, as I must get
final permission from the Chancellor. However, it seems as if
this is the direction we will take. I will discuss this more and
provide details within the next couple of weeks.
Welcome to SPRING!

President Ken Van Winkle

Help us spread the word.
Join us for our inaugural Open House on April 1
from 5pm-8pm.
The campus will be open to everyone in the
community!! If you know anyone who is
considering going to school, or is just curious
about what we have to offer, encourage them
to visit us on April 1st.

Campus will be closed
Fri, Mar 25
for Spring Holiday
We’ll reopen Mon, Mar 28

The graduation fair is scheduled Tuesday, March 22 and Wednesday, March 23 from 10am4pm in the bookstore. There will be 10% off all graduation regalia, including caps and gowns for
those two days.

The Celebration of Excellence to recognize students for their academic achievements and
student organizations for their service and accomplishments will be held on Fri, Apr 8.
Invitations will be sent out later this month.
The first letter to the upcoming graduates has been mailed and e-mailed. Please respond As
Soon As Possible to reserve your chair. Go to: http://nmsua.edu/student-services/form-forgraduation-ceremony/

Accessibilities Services Department
Registration:
Summer and fall registration for students registered
with the Accessibilities Services Department starts
on April 7th. All students should make an
appointment with their advisors and with Ms.
Viviane Ackall to write accommodation letters.
Students should contact Kelly Beeman at 439-3710
to schedule appointments with their individual
advisors and Ms. Ackall.
Media Services:
Submitting Schedule Request: All requests for
media services must be submitted online. On the
NMSU-A home page, look for the library and media
services icon, which is linked to the library home
page. On that page, in the menu bar, there is a link
for media services.
Whether you need to schedule an event, reserve
the studio, program an ITV session or request
equipment repair/maintenance, you need to submit
a request media services form. If you call to request
services, the staff will walk you through completion
of the online form so it will officially be in the
system.
Media Services Calendar: The media services
calendar of events is now available to view online
from the following link:
http://nmsua.edu/library/media-services/.
If you have an upcoming event, it will be listed on
this calendar. If you need to schedule an event,
please check the calendar to see if the proposed
time is available. Media services will respond to
your request within two work days of the
submission of the form.

Come Support Our Phlebotomist Program
“Friends and Family Days”: The Phlebotomist Technician is a 16-week
program that trains the future phlebotomist technician to draw high quality
blood samples from patients and prepare those specimens for medical
testing. The technician has direct contact with patients while explaining
procedures, taking blood pressure, pulse and respiration readings, and
drawing blood specimens in a skillful, safe and accurate manner.
To develop these skills, our phlebotomy students host "Friends and Family
Days" in which volunteers allow our students (who are supervised at all
times by several instructors) to draw their blood.
If you are at least 18 years of age, you can volunteer for the "Friends and
Family Days." The next date is Sat, Apr 2 from 3pm-5:30pm. For further
information, please call NMSU-A Allied Health Programs at 575-439-3878.

Deli and Café Closed
Unfortunately the Campus
Deli and Café has closed.
Details on if/when a new food
service operation will open
will be made available at a
later date.

Aggie Cupboard Alamogordo
March Distribution
The Aggie Cupboard Alamogordo food distribution
for March 2016 will occur:
 Tuesday, March 22 from 4pm to 6pm
 Wednesday, March 23 from 4pm to 6pm
Location: Tays Center Kitchen near Adult Education

During Spring Break, 11 students from NMSU-A’s Fish Wildlife and Conservation
Ecology class 110 went to the Big Bend region of Texas to search for a threatened
species of mud turtle called the Kinosternon hirtipes, also known as the rough-legged
mud turtle. The area the students explored had not been surveyed since the 1980s, so
the most recent documentation of a sighting of the mud turtle was over 30 years old.
The team traveled down dirt roads that had not been open for more than 3 decades so
the roads were washed out and blocked by brush. They used hand saws and pruning
shears to progressively clear the road. After three hours of driving, the students and
faculty loaded up their equipment and hiked for another three hours upstream.
“After hiking for a few hours, student Miriam Jessica Cordova pointed and asked, ‘Is
that a turtle?’ ” Jennifer Smith, FWCE class 110 instructor said. “I confirmed that
what she was pointing at was indeed the mud turtle.”
The students felt around in the water for a few minutes and in the end it was caught
by hand, without the use of a trap. The team documented the location using GPS
waypoints and then held a brief celebration.
“This trip was meant to be exploratory to find turtle populations, but we actually
ended up finding the exact species we were looking for,” said Smith. “It really
was a reason to celebrate. And the officials from Texas
Parks and Wildlife were thrilled at our success in
locating the species.”
In addition to the mud turtle, they found and documented an imperiled species of fish known as the
Mexican Stoneroller or Campostoma ornatum. The
students also conducted service projects for landowners
with important wildlife habitats, including clearing
seedlings for the Russian Thistle and cattails from
ponds, to clear the water habitats for other species
to flourish.
The trip was funded through a grant from Texas Parks
and Wildlife to study the state-listed threatened species
of mud turtle, STEM grant and NMSU-A’s MESH
division.
Photo credit: Richard Sass

FWCE 110 is Fish, Wildlife and Conservation Ecology: Natural
Resource Management class
The Fish, Wildlife and Conservation Ecology-Natural Resource Management class went to Dripping Springs Natural
Area near Las Cruces.
The students heard from the ranger on how the Bureau of Land Management operates the park and manages its
natural resources. The students hiked and learned about the plants, topography, wildlife and geologic resources
in the park, and visited a cave to see pictographs left by early nomadic people. They also saw anthropomorphic
historical structures and learned about how BLM manages and protects these resources.

Clay Blevins, NMSU-A Professor for Renewable Energy
Technologies, spoke to members of the New Mexico
Solar Energy Association on Thursday, March 17, at the
Alamogordo Public Library. He talked about the
present and future initiatives of the Renewable Energy
program. And he provided an overview of the
Associate of Science degree in Renewable Energy and
the certificate programs and shared photos of the
NMSU-A renewable energy facility. Following the
presentation, Clay answered questions from the group
regarding the course requirements and issues facing
the RE industry.

Saturday yoga with instructor Erin O’Neil-Armendarez
April 2 – May 7 (Saturday mornings only)
10:00-10:50 Basic Hatha Yoga (Cost $20)
This class will strengthen, tone, and relax your body as well
as increase flexibility and reduce mental stress. If you are
able to comfortably move from a standing position to the
floor and back, this class is for you!
Learn basic yoga asanas (poses) and breathing techniques.
(six sessions)

April 2 – May 7 (Saturday mornings only)
11:00-11:50 Chair Yoga (Cost $20)
Chair yoga is a very safe workout for people who don’t have
the time or inclination to complete more traditional yoga.
Participants will learn poses that will help them to acquire
balance, strength, and flexibility as well as a relaxed mind.
The chair provides support and stability for every pose, both
standing and seated. Try it. You will be pleasantly surprised.
And you will learn how to stretch and relax in just a few
minutes, all in your office chair! (six sessions)
Call Continuing Education at 575-439-3842 or register online
at http://www.nmsua.edu/continuing-ed/.

Continuing Academic Tuition Scholarship: NMSU-A still has funds available for the Continuing Academic Tuition
Scholarship for this year 2015/2016. The student must be a continuing or re-admitted NMSU-A student with a minimum 2.5
cumulative GPA and must have earned 12 or more NMSU credits, but must not have earned 70 or more credits including
transfer credits. The students must be enrolled in a minimum of 6 credits or more at the NMSU-A campus and must be a New
Mexico resident. The scholarship pays for full tuition.
New Mexico Legislative Endowment Program Scholarship: This scholarship is for degree-seeking New Mexico residents at
NMSU-A. A student must be taking at least 6 credit hours, show financial need by submitting a Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA), and must NOT be eligible to receive any other New Mexico state scholarship or state grant. Scholarship
amount vary. Application deadline is Thursday, March 24, 2016.
Otero County Association of Educational Retirees Scholarship: To qualify for this scholarship, a student must be a sophomore
(or above) education major with at least a 3.0 cumulative GPA. One scholarship is available for $250 for the fall 2016
semester. The deadline date to send the application to the organization is Friday, April 29, 2016.
Horatio Alger National Career & Technical Scholarship Program: This program will award 510 scholarships this year up to
$2,500. To apply for consideration the student must have completed high school or plan to complete high school by Spring
2016 with plans to enroll at a community college for the first time by fall 2016, exhibit a strong commitment to pursue and
complete a career or technical program at an accredited non-profit community college in the United States, demonstrate critical
financial need (must be eligible to receive the Federal Pell grant as determined by completion of the FAFSA), demonstrate
perseverance in overcoming adversity, be involved in community service activities, be younger than 30 years old and be a United
States citizen. The application window is open until June 1, 2016. Log-on for more info:
https://scholars.horatioalger.org/scholarships/about-our-scholarship-programs/technical/
Sacramento Lodge No. 24 Miguel A. Otero Scholarship: The scholarship is for an Alamogordo High School graduating senior
who intends to attend NMSU-A. The $2,000 scholarship and individual certificate will be awarded to one student selected by
Sacramento Lodge No. 24, A.F. & A.M. The scholarship will be paid in four $500 payments. One payment will be made per
semester with a maximum of two payments per school year directly to the recipient’s NMSU-A student account. The
scholarship recipient must maintain a minimum grade point average of 2.5 GPA and attend NMSU-A as a full-time student (12
or more credit hours per semester) to receive subsequent scholarship payments. The application deadline is April 1, 2016.
Applications and information for these scholarships are available at the NMSU-A Financial Aid Office in the George Fettinger
Student Services Building.

NISOD Scott Wright Essay Contest Winner is NMSU-A Student
The National Institute for Staff and Organizational Development (NISOD) recently notified President Van Winkle that
Cheryl Carroll, NMSU-A student, is one of three winners of the Scott Wright Essay Contest, selected from well over 200
contest entries. The essay contest was an opportunity for a student to describe how a faculty member, staff member, or
administrator helped them complete a course, finish a semester, or graduate from college. Cheryl wrote about Frank
Webb, a Humanities, Social Science and Education faculty member.
With this honor, Cheryl and Frank will each receive $1000; complimentary conference registrations to attend NISOD’s
2016 International Conference on Teaching and Leadership Excellence; and complimentary lodging up to three [3] nights,
and reimbursement up to $400 each in airfare to attend the conference. They will also be recognized during the
Excellence Awards Dinner and Celebration held during the conference and Cheryl will be invited to read her winning
essay from the stage.

Lady of the Mountain Scholarship Recipients
The second annual Lady of the Mountain Run, hosted by First National Bank, raised $8,000 for students at New Mexico
State University Alamogordo. With the money, NMSU-A is able to award 16 students each with a $500 scholarship for
the coming school year.
The 2016 Lady of the Mountain Run scholarship recipients are: Max Bringhurst, Caitlin DeLeon, Tina Duran, John Frye,
Bella-Fina Gonzalez, John Hurt, Joey Marinell, Jessica Martin, Esperanza Maynez, Erica Mullins, Cherese Nembhard,
Maxwell Pedone, Rosalia Pizano, Christine Tague, Dakota Schmidt and Dee Tomlinson.

Eat and Complete
More than 70 students committed to
finishing their degree program during this
free lunch event!

