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From the President's Office 
It’s been a busy two weeks. Thank you Juan 
Garcia, LULAC, and Facilities in making the 
NAACP State Convention a success last 
weekend, October 23 and 24. I understand 
everything ran smoothly and the participants 
enjoyed the weekend. I also want to thank 
Facilities, IT, and Jasmine for their work on 
the CCJ (Courts, Corrections, and Justice) 
Committee meeting held on Thursday, 
October 29. This day-long meeting was 
hosted by NMSU-A and I believe 
demonstrates our commitment to community 
engagement. 

Congratulations to Sandy and MESH in 
winning the Halloween costume and 
decorating contest. I was impressed with all 
of the great decorations and costumes. 

My wife and I enjoyed the Quality Matters 
Celebration and congratulate Sherrell 
Wheeler and her team for the great work 
through Year 2. Also, congratulations to the 
faculty who have satisfied QM standards for 
their online courses. This is a very important 
initiative for our institution. 

I met with retired faculty who are pooling 
resources to establish a $25,000 gift for 
NMSU-A scholarships which will be endowed 
on December 1. Larry and Dee Beck are 
leading this mini-campaign and we are so 
lucky to have this kind of support from those 
who understand our mission and vision. 
When the gift is funded I will provide names 
of other retirees who are contributing so we 
can all offer our thanks to everyone. 

Have a great November. 

Registration 
Registration for the spring semester begins November 12. 

 
Students: Make appointments to check in with your advisors. 
Come by Student Services to set up your new schedules and 

review your degree plans. 

Congratulations Becky Ross and the Allied Health Team 

They obtained approval to offer the Associate of Science 
in Allied Health degree from the Higher Learning 

Commission!!  Great Work!! 

 

 



Halloween Took Over the Campus 

Halloween Costume Contest 
Department winner: MESH; Individual winner: Sandy 

 

 



NMSU Educational Leadership 
Doctoral Program Accepting 
Applications 

The Department of Educational 
Leadership and Administration (ELA) at 
New Mexico State University is now 
accepting applications to its Educational 
Leadership Doctoral Program from 
October 1, 2015, until January 15, 2016. The program offers 
both the Ed.D. and Ph.D. degrees. The program uses a 
hybrid distance-education and face-to-face instruction model 
and focuses on social justice and border education issues. 

Anyone interested in obtaining information and/or applying to 
the program can visit website: 
http://emd.education.nmsu.edu/index/academics/docpage/ or 
e-mail Norma Martinez Arrieta, ELA Student Program 
Coordinator: narrieta@nmsu.edu. 

Trail Task Force 
Friday, November 20 
Before the faculty meeting, 8-10am 
Meet behind the Science Building 
Wear walking shoes and long pants 
Forest Service personnel will join us 

The purpose of the trails will be 
1. support the health and wellness 
initiative; 
2. implement service learning into 
the curriculum; and 
3. community service 

NMSU Master's in Higher Ed Administration Accepting Applications 

The Department of Educational Leadership and Administration (ELA) at New Mexico State University is now 
accepting applications to its Master of Arts in Educational Administration program. The degree focuses on 
community college and university administration. This program offers online course instruction (both asynchronous 
and synchronous modalities).  Application materials must be received by the deadline of December 1, 2015. 

For more information or to apply visit: http://emd.education.nmsu.edu/index/academics/mainhied/ or e-mail Norma 
Martinez Arrieta, ELA Student Program Coordinator: narrieta@nmsu.edu. 

New Class ** EKG Technician 

EKG technicians operate specialized medical equipment to 
analyze a patient’s heart in order to assess the heart’s condition. 

EKG machines monitor the heart's performance through 
electrodes attached to a patient’s chest, arms, and legs. The 
tests can be done while the patient is at rest or while the patient 
is physically active. 

Test results help physicians assess and diagnose medical 
conditions. 

EKG technicians may work in hospitals and clinics or other 
healthcare settings such as physician’s offices, medical and 
diagnostic laboratories and acute care facilities. 

There are a few prerequisites that need to be completed before enrolling in the new EKG Technician course: 

Knowledge of anatomy and physiology is important for EKG technicians so students interested in taking the EKG 
Technician class must have completed BIOL 225 & 226 (Anatomy and Physiology I & II) as prerequisites. 
Additionally, to enter Anatomy & Physiology, the student must have completed a required chemistry course, CHEM 
110G or equivalent accepted by the instructor. 

This course was made possible by a Department of Labor grant for healthcare education called SUN PATH. For 
more information contact Allied Health or SUN PATH at 575-439-3871/3876 or dkpatton@nmsu.edu. 
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The Learning Signature for New Mexico State University 
Alamogordo: “NMSU-A provides an inspiring and 
intellectually challenging learning environment that supports 
students to become critical and creative thinkers who are 
socially conscious, lifelong learners. Our graduates are 
effective communicators who are goal oriented and 
prepared for academic and career success.” 

Faculty Assembly Consortium in Brief: Join us 
Friday, November 20 for the next Faculty Assembly. Current 
topics of discussion include adjunct affairs, campus 
communication, and shared governance. All faculty are 
encouraged to attend and share their knowledge. 

Kofi Annan Secretary General of the United Nations stated 
on 23 June 1997, "Knowledge is power. Information is 
liberating. Education is the premise of progress, in every 
society, in every family." 

Come participate with NMSU-A Faculty Assembly 
Consortium and contribute to progress at our campus. "The Fox on the Fairway" 

NMSU-A Theatre will be presenting Ken 
Ludwig's romantic comedy “The Fox on the 
Fairway” at the Rohovec Theatre. 

Friday & Saturday, November 13 & 14, 7:30pm 
Friday & Saturday, November 20 & 21, 7:30pm 

Sunday, November 22, matinee at 2pm 

NMSU-A students: $2 at the Rohovec Box 
Office the date of the production (students can 
purchase up to 2 student tickets). 

Non-student admission: $8 for adults. 

Ludwig is one of America's premiere 
playwrights, and he specializes in farces and 
comedies. "The Fox on the Fairway" is set at 
Quail Valley Golf and Country Club during 
tournament weekend. The madcap antics 
focus on the shenanigans that ensue between 
two rival clubs. 

Cast members include NMSU-A students 
Kyrsten Horgan and Zackery Miller, Michael 
Hillis (from our Campus Cafe and Deli), and 
community members Monica Helm, Tony 
Calderon, and Kathy Barnes. For more 
information, call 439-3670. 

T-Shirt Design Contest 

In preparation of Take Back the Night-Alamogordo, 
the organizing committee is holding the annual TBTN 
T-shirt design contest. 

The contest is underway now and runs through 
November 2015. The winning design will be used for 
the spring 2016 annual Take Back the Night March 
and Rally on April 30, 2016 at the Tays Center. 

Physical residents of Otero County are invited to 
submit T-shirt designs for the contest. Contestants 
can go to the Take Back the Night-Alamogordo 
Facebook page to download submission guidelines 
and the required design release. 

All designs and release forms must be received by 
midnight on Monday, November 30 to be 
considered. Designs must have no more than three 
colors and must include the words “Take Back the 
Night Alamogordo” and “April 30, 2016.” 

First prize is $50, second prize is $25, and third prize 
is $10. 

 

    

 

 



NMSU-A Faculty, Students Support Mescalero STEM Day 

New Mexico State University Alamogordo campus faculty and 
students participated in the Mescalero Apache Schools Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math Day, Saturday, October 17. 
Faculty members and students provided demonstrations to the 
Mescalero students and their parents in the areas of biology and 
robotics. 

According to Sarah Cerra, HSI-STEM Biology Laboratory 
Instructional Specialist, participants had the opportunity to view 
life in a drop of water. “Pond water samples under microscope 
power were projected onto a screen, giving participants an 
opportunity to see and ask questions about the life in the water.” 

Also, NMSU-A faculty and students helped attendees extract DNA from their cheeks using Gatorade first, then dish 
soap and alcohol in paper cups. “The wispy strands of DNA, dyed blue, were then added to micro-centrifuge tubes 
containing glycerol to make a lava lamp-like display of their 
own DNA,” said Jennifer Smith, Associate Biology Professor. 
The tubes were then put on colorful lanyards and the Mescalero 
students decorated the tubes with beads and wore them around 
their necks for the rest of the event. 

NMSU-A students Tiffany Poindexter and Chris Wood were on 
hand to demonstrate the programming and operation of the 
robotic arms they built in class.  Assistant Professor Carmen 
Boje said they responded to Mescalero student questions, 
presented software and hardware simulations on a computer, and 
talked about the Engineering and Math programs at NMSU-A. 

Summit on Hunger and Homelessness: NMSU-A and the Otero 
Hunger Coalition are co-sponsoring a Summit on Hunger and 
Homelessness in Otero County on November 6 from 8:30am to 
4:00pm at the Rohovec Theater. 

Registration Fee: Donations of non-perishable foods accepted at 
the door; donations will go to area food banks and cupboards. 
Registration can be conducted at the event or online at 
http://www.oterohunger.org/summit-registration/. 

Seven Classes 
Holloman AFB 
Spring 2016 

NMSU-A will be offering seven classes 
at Holloman AFB for the Spring 2016 
semester: 

 
Intro to Criminal Justice 
Public Speaking 
Principals of Macroeconomics 
Elementary German I 
Intermediate Algebra 
Introductory Sociology 
Statistics for BSN/Behavioral Science 

 
Did you know these classes are not 
just for military personnel? All 
students can take classes at 
Holloman as long as they can pass a 
background check to enter the base. 

 

Retention Action Already in Progress or Completed: 

• Director of Admissions Position Filled: Rose Pena 
• Lead Advisor Position Filled: John Barnes 
• Academic Advisor Positions now posted: search committee in 

process of reviewing applicants 
• All advisors and Dr. McKenzie are now on the advising list serve 

to receive announcements, information, etc. from NMSU 
advising 

• All staff attended a customer service training session presented 
by NMSU Las Cruces to help us better serve our students 

More to come… 
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Celebration of Success -  Year Two Quality Matters™  Reviews 
Year 2 of the distance education initiative has ended. It was filled with a lot of accomplishments based on the 
distance education plan. One of the accomplishments was the successful completion of 58 Quality Matter reviews, 
which brings the current total of successful reviews to 126. A celebration was held Monday at the Flickinger 
Center’s Patron’s Hall to recognize all faculty who completed a Quality Matters™ review. The following were 
recognized: 

External Review 

Karen Armstrong-Sadowski -- AHS 120 
Sharon Bain -- CMT 130 and OECS 125 
Carrie Baldwin -- CCDM 114N and MATH 120 
Gary Bond -- COLL 101 
Lesia Bryant-Gonzalez -- BMGT 205 
Susan Cook -- ACCT 200, ACCT 221 and ACCT 222 
Sonja de Vargas -- GER 112 
Jenna Deinert -- CEP 110G 
Tammy Dodson -- ET 284 
Rita Eisele -- ELA 250 
Claire Forsmann -- PSY 201G 
Jose Gonzales-Gonzales -- SPAN 111 and SPAN 112 
Freda Goodman -- MUS 101G 
John Haley -- HIST 102G 
Joyce Hill -- ECED 265 
Steve Holmes -- ET 283 
Sara Irving -- ART 295G and CMT 115 
Sandra Johnson -- BOT 207 

Laurie Joslin -- MATH 210G 
Mary Ellen Keith -- PLS 231 
Jan King -- MUS 101G 
Robert Klinger -- PHYS 211GL and PHYS 212GL 
Hayley Lehoski -- ECED 115 and ECED 235 
Kim Lopez Gallagher -- GOVT 110G 
Mary Lutz -- ECED 181 
Karen May -- BMGT 216/BOT 106, CS 110, OECS 110 
and OECS 207 
David Overstreet -- PLS 200 
Matthew Placencio -- ET 286 
Noel Romero -- ET 273 and ET 290 
Shaun Scott -- CS 110 and OECS 215 
Gloria Villaverde -- BIOL 110G 
Miguel Viscarra -- SOC 201G 
Sylvia Walker -- CCDM 103N 
Cory Weaver -- OEBM 140 and OEBM 240 

Internal Review 

Catherine Hartkorn -- BIOL 211G 
Marti Morales-Ensign -- BIOL 225 
Miguel Viscarra -- SOC 201G 
Cory Weaver -- OEBM 141 
Daniel Webb -- GEOG 112G 

Karen Armstrong-Sadowski -- AHS 202 
Connie Breding -- THTR 101G 
Sierra Duran -- BMGT 275/BA 202 
Claire Forsmann -- PSY 201G 
Vicki Gibson -- BOT 213 and OECS 211 

To receive Quality Matters™ recognition, a course must go through a review with a team of three trained evaluators. 
For an external review, that includes a lead from our campus, and a subject matter expert, and another reviewer 
from another college anywhere in the US. For an internal review the exact same criteria requirements are in place, 
but the team members are all from NMSU-A. 

The review team utilizes a rubric that includes 43 different standards that should be included in the course. Of 
those 43 standards, 21 of them are considered essential. Those 21 essential standards must be met and the course 
must score an 84 of a possible 99 points. Our faculty have invested an enormous amount of time in adjusting their 
courses to meet these standards. After year 3, all courses taught on the NMSU-A campus will have QM approval. 

Congratulations to the faculty who have strengthened their courses to a higher standard by successfully meeting the 
standard on their QM review during year 2! 

Aggie Cupboard 
Donations of non-perishable food are needed to restock the 

Aggie Cupboard. 

Food can be dropped off in one of the drop boxes around 
campus. Money to purchase food can be donated on our 

behalf to the NMSU-A Foundation through Mary Fechner 
in the President’s Office. 

 

 
 
 
 

NMSU-A Bookstore 

Nov. 5 - ONE DAY FLASH SALE- 
50% OFF Clearance Clothing 

Nov. 9-20 - 25% Off All Fleece 

 



Brown Bag Luncheon: We are Brown-Bagging! Fourteen faculty and staff attended the Miguel Viscarra hosted 
“Ah-Ha Moments of NMSU Grant’s Community College Roundup” on October 19. Dona Sennett won the genuine 
Roundup tote bag. 

The Learning Signature Task Force’s next brown bag was today, November 2. The host was Jennifer Smith, who 
talked about the plan to develop a trail system on the east side of the campus and its relationship to co-curricular 
instruction. 

There is still time to donate!! 
NMSU-A’s United Way Campaign runs 
through Friday, November 6. See Anne 
Ricksecker for more details or help with 
submitting your contribution. 

The Next edition of “Campus Connection” will 
be published on Nov 17. Please have any 
inputs to Brenda Campbell, 
brendalc@nmsu.edu, by November 12. 

In the photo above, students in Carmen 
Boje’s ENGR100 class demonstrate how 
they built and learned to “drive” a robotic 
arm. 
If you have presentations or demonstrations 
scheduled for your classes, and you want to 
capture your students and their work, 
please contact Brenda Campbell in 
marketing. She’ll come take photos and 
work with you to produce a short write-up 
for the campus Facebook page and the 
website…maybe even the Alamogordo Daily 
News. 

 
 

Health and Wellness Day 
at NMSU-A 

February 12, 2016 
Tays Center 

 
Fitness trail adventure 

Interactive breakout sessions 

Nationally recognized speaker at lunch 

Aerobics for all capabilities 

Health displays—blood pressure, 
glucose, body mass index 

Volleyball Tournament 
 

The Academic Support Center will 
now be offering the HiSET (High 
School Equivalency Test) every 
Monday starting November 16. 

The GED will continue to be offered in the Pro Tech 
building; however, this is a totally separate test. This is a 
great opportunity for students needing a high school 
equivalency. 

If you have any questions, please contact the Testing 
Center in ASC or the Adult Education office. 
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