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From the President's Office
Thank you to Dr. Juan Garcia for
organizing the Elementary College
Bound field trip for Desert Star
Elementary School on Tuesday, March
29. It was a resounding success due to
Dr. Garcia’s work and the participation
of all of the divisions and their
leadership, staff and faculty. Thank you
to Cathy Aguilar-Morgan, Mary Ellen
Keith, and Bryan Yancey. Well done!
As many of you know, we have
temporarily closed the Deli. The time has
come to improve that space to better
serve the students, staff, and faculty
who would like to eat a meal or two on
campus. Thank you to Kathy Budak and
her efforts over the past few years for
providing food service to this campus.
The Deli will undergo a major renovation
and reopen January 2017, if not sooner.
It is time to anticipate Commencement
and all of the exciting events that are
indicators that we are approaching the
Please mark your calendars for an open forum from 4-5 pm on
end of the semester. Our Commencement
Tuesday, April 19 at the Rohovec. Topic will be VPAA and
Ceremony will be held Friday, May 13 at
VPSS searches.
7:00 pm in the Tays Center. This is a very
important evening in the lives of our graduates and I highly encourage all faculty members to attend.
Kathy Roark-Diehl has indicated that our reorganization proposal will be placed on the April 7 Faculty Senate
meeting as a consent agenda item. This means a vote to approve on that day will confirm our intentions and allow us
to officially move forward to reorganize. Thank you to Kathy Roark-Diehl and Gloria Villaverde for their leadership
through the process and for writing the bill. More soon.
We have received approval by the Chancellor, Dr. Garrey Carruthers, to move to the compressed work schedule of 4,
10-hour days per week this summer in an attempt to save energy costs. We will begin the week after commencement
on Monday, May 16 and run through Thursday, July 28. You will hear more about this and receive some detailed
instructions in the coming weeks.
Have a great April!
President Ken Van Winkle

The 2nd Annual Engagement Conference will be
held on Fri, Apr 8 from 8:30 am – 1:00pm in the
Allied Health Building.
This year’s theme is “Service Learning”--a
teaching and learning approach that integrates
community service with academic study to
enrich learning, teach civic responsibility, and
strengthen communities.
There will be a morning workshop and
luncheon presentation by Dr. Rudy Garcia,
Dean of Student Services at Central New
Mexico University:
http://www.cnm.edu/depts/dean-ofstudents. We will also have sessions with
panels, presentations and roundtables.
Additionally, Ester Gonzalez will be available for
consultation throughout the day. Lunch will be
provided by the Offices of Student Success and
Business at NMSU-A. There is no registration
fee.
Some of the questions the sessions will address
include:
How does one get started with a Service
Learning Project?
How can adjuncts get into the service learning
loop?
What are the challenges with service learning?
What are our success stories of how our faculty
have integrated service learning into their
classes in various disciplines?
Service learning and internships: different or
the same?
How do students evaluate their service learning
experiences?
The Engagement Conference is hosted by the
Learning Signature Task Force and New Mexico
State University Alamogordo. It is partially
sponsored by the Strengthening Science,
Engineering, and Energy Career Options (SECO)
Grant awarded to NMSU-A which supports the
institutionalization of service learning as a way
to add relevance and importance to mastering
math and science skills and help students
engage with their community.

The Learning Signature Task Force, as part of Year 2 of
the Learning Signature Implementation Plan, has
revisited the mission statement for our campus. Faculty
and staff were asked for input on the proposed
new mission statement and most of the feedback we
received favored keeping the mission statement
short. The prevailing opinion is the mission statement
we already had was sufficient. So, no changes are being
proposed to the mission statement.
However, as a result of working on the mission
statement, a vision statement was added and the core
values were revised, adding the diversity and
globalization core value.
We would like everyone to vote on whether we
should adopt the new vision statement and revised core
values statement. To vote, please fill out the survey
monkey form at the following url:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DZNSLMH

Scholarship fundraising event: GCRMC “Pink Lady”
auxiliary volunteer organization will host their annual
event called the Pink Follies on April 23, 2016 at the
Flickinger and will feature the Flying J Wranglers as
entertainment. The event begins at 7pm.
The GCRMC Pink Ladies raise scholarship funds for health
careers. They disperse 30 $500.00 scholarships annually
to students who are working towards a career in
healthcare and meets the criteria for their scholarship.
The auxiliary ladies follow the students throughout their
education, so if it takes someone 4 years to complete
their program, they continue to offer scholarship support
through the entire education process.

Come in and see the
new items! There are
also new snack items.

ThanksUSA Scholarship for military dependents: ThanksUSA is a 501(c)(3) organization that provides need-based educational
scholarships to the children and spouses of U.S. military personnel, with special emphasis given to those who lost a loved one in
service to America. Applicants for a ThanksUSA scholarship are evaluated and chosen based on the following criteria: spouse or
dependent of an active-duty service member (including Guard and Reserve members), a minimum GPA of 2.0 and intent to
enroll in an accredited two- or four-year college, university, vocational or technical school, demonstrated financial need,
demonstrated leadership and participation in school and community activities. Spouses may attend part time (six-credit
minimum), and may use the award for non-degree certification or licensing programs. Preference will be given to spouses and
children of the wounded and fallen. Online applications will be accepted between April 1, 2016 and May 15, 2016.
Evelyn B Hamilton Health Care Scholarship: One Hamilton Health Care Scholarship is available for the 2016-2017 school year.
The scholarship is $2,500. To be eligible for the Hamilton Health Care Scholarship, applicants must be majoring in an area
related to health care at an accredited university/college during the 2016/2017 school year. The criteria to apply is: complete the
online application, for graduating high school seniors, upload a copy of your High School transcript and a copy of your SAT or
ACT scores, for returning university/college students, upload a copy of your current university/college transcript, two
references must submit letters of recommendation by the deadline in April, upload your 250-500 word original essay on the
following topic: “Is it important to know where your food comes from? Defend your answer.” Applications must be completed
and submitted by April 28th at 5pm (Pacific).
Hammer Family Scholarship: There are eight Hammer Family Scholarships available for the 2016-2017 school year.
Each scholarship is $5,000. To be eligible for the Hammer Family Scholarship, applicants must be United States Veterans who
have served since 2003 and they must plan to attend a Science, Technology, Engineering, or Math university/college program
during the 2016/2017 school year. To apply, complete the online application, for those entering college as freshmen, upload a
copy of your high school transcript and a copy of your SAT or ACT scores, for returning university/college students, upload a
copy of your current university/college transcript, attach your DD-214, three references must submit letters of recommendation
by the deadline in April, and upload a 250-500 word original essay on the following topic: “Discuss the progression of mobile
devices over the last 10 years. What has been their major impact on our interpersonal relationships? Are our devices driving us
further apart or drawing us closer together?” Applications must be completed and submitted by April 28th at 5pm (Pacific).
Colonel Richard Hallock Scholarship: Two Hallock Scholarships are available for the 2016-2017 school year. Each scholarship is
$2,500. To apply, complete the online application, for graduating high school seniors, upload a copy of your high school
transcript and a copy of your SAT or ACT scores, for returning university/college students, upload a copy of your current
university/college transcript, two references must submit letters of recommendation by the deadline in April, upload a 250-500
word original essay on the following topic: “What would the world be like if everybody acted exactly the same? Do you like or
dislike this hypothetical world and why?” Applications must be completed and submitted by April 28th at 5pm (Pacific).
Applications and information for these scholarships are available at the NMSU-A Financial Aid Office in the George Fettinger
Student Services Building.

On Sun, Mar 20, five EMT-basic students-- Leah Schnell,
Michael Feeney, Kenton Crnkovic, Citlalic Sierra, and Austin
Edwards--and Allied Health Director Becky Ross, volunteered
as Medical Support for the White Sands Missile Range Bataan
Memorial Death March. They arrived at White Sands Missile
Range for roll call at 4am and completed their service at
8:30pm. The volunteers provided care for approximately
6100 marchers and runners who participated in this year’s
event. Students completed physical and cognitive assessments,
provided blister care and treated symptoms related to heat.
Students who participated learned important skills, worked
with a variety of patients, and gained valuable knowledge in patient interactions and patient vulnerability. The volunteers
served in honor of those serving in the military ensuring we all continue to have the freedoms we enjoy every single day.
Becky Ross stated, “I am proud of the dedication, hard work, and professionalism this medical team brought to the Bataan
Death March event. It takes a special type of person to want to do what we do for those in need. This team definitely has
what it takes to make a positive difference in the lives of those they serve. The team of NMSU-A volunteers from Allied
Health demonstrated wisdom, caring, compassion and the confidence it takes to be a part of an elite team of health care
providers.”

Student: Savannah Porter, Associate of Science program
undergraduate
Mentor: Ms. Jennifer Smith, Professor of Biology
Question: Tell us about the mentor at NMSU-A who enhanced
your life.
Answer: When I first arrived at college I expected it to be exactly

like high school. Throughout my freshman year I have realized this is
definitely not the case! In my first semester (fall 2015) I met a woman
named Jennifer Smith, my instructor for Biology 101 (Human
Biology). I realized through the semester that I was not just
memorizing the information to take a test. I was actually learning
what Ms. Smith was teaching and now really know my stuff, all
because of her. Plus, she was always right there if anyone needed
help. That was when I realized this woman was someone to look up
to.
This semester (spring 2016) I am taking FWCE 110 (Introduction to
Natural Resource Management) with Ms. Smith and I have already
learned so much. She has given me many fantastic opportunities to go
out and learn from the world we live in. Every field trip has taught me
something new and interesting about our world. During spring break
she took members of our class on an adventure I will never forget!
This trip was not only life-changing, but it was life-affirming.
Because of this class and the opportunities this woman has given me,
I now have a pretty good idea of what I want to do with my life. She
even introduced me to a couple of internships and possible job
opportunities! I must reiterate that this is my freshman year in college
and I am already on the fast track to a fantastic career and it is all
because of Ms. Smith. She has given me advice, guidance, and
support since day one. If she can lend a hand, she does without
hesitation. She is a fantastic mentor and I am incredibly thankful to
have met her.

Question: Why do you see NMSU-A as a caring
community?
Answer: NMSU-A has fantastic staff, students and faculty. I had

absolutely no idea what to do when I first walked onto campus. I
asked a man walking through the patio, “Where should I start?”.
Without hesitation he pointed me in the right direction. This
individual was just one random person on campus. He was caring,
companionate, and understanding. It was a fantastic first impression
of the college.

Question: What do you want others to know about
NMSU-A’s mentors?
Answer: Everybody on campus is a mentor in their own way. Every
single building is filled with people who are helpful, intelligent,
interesting and kind. The ASC (Academic Support Center) is always
there for you if you need help with your classes. Student Services
staff will help you get the ball rolling and tell you what you need to
do and what to be prepared for. The list of educational opportunities
on campus is long, as is the list of mentors on this campus.

NMSU-A National Society of Leadership and Success

The National Society of Leadership and Success, in
conjunction with Apple American Group, will be having a
“Dining to Donate” on April 7. From 11am - 9pm, 15% of
all bills will be donated back to the NMSU-A chapter of the
Society. The NMSU-A students invite everyone to come
out, “undo your belts,” and join them for a fun evening
with great food.
To participate, bring the “Dining to Donate” flyer with you
and present it to your server prior to ordering or to the
Carside To Go® Specialist upon arrival to pick-up a takeout order. By presenting the flyer you will ensure the
NMSU-A National Society of Leadership and Success will
receive credit for the purchase.
If you have any questions, please contact Troy Jones at
tj1970@nmsu.edu or (575) 439-7004.
Who: EVERYONE with an appetite
When: April 7, 11am - 9pm
Where: Alamogordo Applebee’s
Why: To have fun and eat for a good cause

Volcanoes of New Mexico
Did you know that New Mexico has
more volcanoes and volcanic features
than any other state? Find out about
the youngest lava flow in the
continental U.S.; where you can find a
volcanic crater 13 miles wide; and also
what volcanoes in the state are still
geologically active.
This three-day class includes classroom
sessions on April 12 & 13 and an
all-day field trip on April 14 to Kilbourne
Hole and the Potrillo Volcanic field.
Please bring water, a sack lunch,
snacks, a hat, sunscreen, camera,
sturdy outdoor clothing, & hiking boots.
Class/Cost: SP16-42/ $50
Date(s):
April 12, 13, & 14
Time:
Tuesday & Wednesday
Thursday
Location:
Tuesday & Wednesday
Thursday Field Trip

6:00 pm – 7:30 pm
8:00 am - until return
TBA
Meet at NMSU-A Townsend Library parking lot

Desert Star Elementary visited campus
on Tuesday, March 29
On Mar 29 over 150 fourth and fifth graders
from Desert Star Elementary who are part of the
College Bound Elementary School Program
toured New Mexico State University Alamogordo.
The students visited each of NMSU-A’s three
divisions and participated in activities designed
to engage their interest in various areas of
education.
The College Bound Elementary School Program
advocates the idea that “college begins in
kindergarten” by building strong elementary
school and college connections through campus
tours, workshops, presentations, outreach
programs, and parental involvement. NMSU-A
and the Alamogordo Public Schools are proud to
partner and promote a college-going culture at
Desert Star College Bound Elementary School.

April is the one-year anniversary for Aggie
Cupboard Alamogordo.
Donations of non-perishable food are always
needed to restock the Aggie Cupboard.
Food can be dropped off in one of the drop boxes
around campus. Money to purchase food can be
donated on our behalf to the NMSU-A Foundation
through Mary Fechner in the President’s Office.

Open House Adventure
Dear Campus Community,
It was great to see high school students on campus Friday. Each
student group that I met had those who had lived in this area all
of their lives but had never been on campus. Even students who
had experienced campus before had only been in one or two
buildings but had not met many faculty. All of this to say I
thought that John Barnes and company did a terrific job of
hosting our inaugural Open House and were successful in sharing
our message with these potential students.
Also, thank you to everyone who participated on Friday, I was
impressed with our faculty who gave outstanding presentations
and of course their time to this event. My wish is to continue this
welcoming attitude to our community and host more events
similar to this one.
Again congratulations everyone,
President Ken Van Winkle
Thank you all!!!
I just wanted to take the time to thank all of you for participating
in the NMSU-A Open House last Friday. An event as large as this
cannot be successful without the support of so many campus
faculty and staff. I received very positive feedback from the High
School students who attended the tour of our campus. They had
nothing but positive comments about what we offer (many of
whom commented that they did not know that we offered as
much as we do!) and the interaction that they had with the
faculty and staff here on campus.
To the Division Heads, please pass on my appreciation to all of
your staff who participated as there are too many for me to count
and I want to make sure that all of them know how much I
appreciated their time.
Thanks again to the student volunteers who were tour guides
during the morning session! John Frye, Troy Jones, Ashley Tuclany,
Tim Welch and Aidee (who stepped in at the last moment)!
A big thank you to the student organizations that volunteered to
man tables welcoming visitors to our campus.
National Society of Leadership and Success
Campus Christian Fellowship
STEM Club
Social Science Club
Student Government
Accessibilities Fellowship Association
Also, to the Alamogordo Department of Public Safety for traffic
control on Scenic Dr. during both the morning and evening events.
Sincerely,
John Barnes, M.S.
Open House Project Officer

