
Campus Connection 
 

 
From the President's Office 
 

Congratulations to Tiantian Trimble for being selected 
as a 2016 Coca-Cola New Century Scholar! Tiantian 
was the highest scoring student in the state of New 
Mexico, and we are extremely proud of her 
accomplishment. She will be attending an awards 
ceremony in Chicago, IL in April at the annual Phi 
Theta Kappa President’s Breakfast held during the 
American Association of Community College’s Annual 
Convention. The award also comes with a $2,000 
scholarship for school.  
 
Just to brag on NMSU-A …this is the second year in a 
row that a student from our campus was the recipient 
of the Coca-Cola New Century Scholar. Last year, 
NMSU-A’s Heather Kangas won the award. 
 
As you know, the campus community voted 
overwhelmingly “yes” to reorganize from three 
divisions to two. I thank everyone involved in 
providing discussion and opinion in favor and also to 
those who opposed the plan. The open dialogue 
produced a common sense solution to a severe 
problem initiated by a tremendous budget cut. The 
two new Divisions will allow us to protect and support students, faculty and staff for the foreseeable future. The 
budget has been reported to the Regent’s Budget Committee and it received very good reviews. I look forward to 
working within our new structure to provide outstanding opportunities for our students for years to come. 
 
Recruiting is our number one priority until classes begin in August. Please be aware that April 1 is our inaugural Open 
House. John Barnes has taken the lead in anticipation of a well-attended and exciting day. You will see more 
information and detail as we move through the month of March. 
 
Lastly, thank you for the outstanding work you are doing for the students on this campus in and outside the 
classroom. The speed at which you are moving to improve our campus is remarkable. QM, Assessment, Retention, 
Recruiting, Higher Learning Commission, Learning Signature, P&T, Awards, Scholarships, Committees, Facilities, 
Institutional Effectiveness, Extended Learning, Small Business Development Center, Marketing, Institutional 
Technology, Advising, Academic Support Center, Library, Media, Human Resources, Development, Institutional 
Research, Student Government, Budget and Finance…just to name a few! Amazing. 
 
Have a great March and enjoy Spring Break.      
President Ken Van Winkle 
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Eat and Complete  
With Dr. Van Winkle 

 

Wed. Mar 9 
12:15pm – 1pm 
Campus Deli  

FREE Lunch 
 

 

Come have 
 lunch and commit to  
finishing your degree  

or certificate  
program 



 
 To the students, 

 

As students, we all need to take responsibility for our personal 
success as well as put future students in a position to be 
successful. One thing I found that helped me be successful at 
NMSU-A is to be involved in the student organizations on 
campus. This doesn’t mean you have to attend every meeting 
or join the Executive Board of your favorite organization on 
campus, just get involved on some level. Students who have a 
little extra time may be able to show up to some events and 
others may be even more involved by volunteering to organize 
events. The experiences I have had being involved in many 
different organizations has rewarded me both personally as 
well as in the classroom.  
 

That being said, I am asking each one of you to get involved 
and vote in next week’s balloting via Survey Monkey which will 
come to your NMSU email. The vote is to increase student fees 
by $2.00 per credit hour. There has not been an increase in 
several years, so let me explain the need for this increase. 
 

a) One dollar of the increase will go directly to your 
student organizations. Over the past few years 
enrollment has seen a steady decline. Our 
organizations--ACE, LULAC, Native American, Phi Theta 
Kappa, National Society for Leadership and Success, 
SMS, STEM, Social Science Club--no longer have the 
funding they need to accomplish their goals. Our 
organizations put on events for you such as “Eat and 
Complete”, “Trunk or Treat”, “Take Back the Night”, 
“Fueling for Finals”, “Nerd Nation”, “Blood Drives”, and 
many others. There are new and exciting clubs that are 
starting up as well: CCA and AFF. This increase will 
enable more students to get involved and to better 
serve the NMSU-A and Alamogordo communities. 
 

b) One dollar of the increase will go to the upkeep and 
replacement of the technology on this campus. A lot of 
new and exciting technology, used in your instruction, 
was purchased in recent years with grant funding. That 
funding has been exhausted and there is a need for 
additional funds to keep the equipment you use 
working and up-to-date. This includes: computers, 
media services, classroom technology, and CCTV/ 
accessibility software, among others. 

 

This increase is an investment in your education and the 
education of those students who are not yet on this campus. I 
urge you to VOTE and let your voice be heard. 
 

Thank you, 
John Frye, Student Government President 

 
Feedback can be submitted at: http://nmsua.edu/fee-increase-

feedback/ 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The first letter to the upcoming 

graduates has been mailed and 
e-mailed.  Please respond by 
Mar 11 to reserve your chair. 
Go to:  
http://nmsua.edu/student-

services/form-for-graduation-

ceremony/ 
 

The graduation fair is scheduled Tuesday, 
March 22 and Wednesday, March 23. 
 
The campus will be closed on Friday, March 25 
for the “Spring Holiday.” 
 
The Celebration of Excellence to recognize 
students for their academic achievements and 
student organizations for their service and 
accomplishments will be held on Fri, Apr 
8.  Invitations will be sent out later this month. 
 

http://nmsua.edu/fee-increase-feedback/
http://nmsua.edu/fee-increase-feedback/
http://nmsua.edu/student-services/form-for-graduation-ceremony/
http://nmsua.edu/student-services/form-for-graduation-ceremony/
http://nmsua.edu/student-services/form-for-graduation-ceremony/


 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adult Education Update 
 

NMSU-A Adult Education pre-orientation packets 
for GED classes are currently available for pick up at 
AE.  This is a new process that began this year. 
 
Students must completely fill out and return the 
packet to the Adult Education Office in order to 
participate in Spring session II orientation.  
Incomplete packets will not be accepted and students 
will have to wait until Sep 2016 to start. 
 
AE, Spring session II orientation will be Mar 14-17. 
 
AE offers GED classes, English as a Second 
Language, and High School Refresher classes. 
 
Students must call the AE office located at the Tays 
Center at 575-439-3812 and schedule an 
appointment.  Registration fee is $10.00 payable at 
the time of orientation. 
 
Spring session II classes begin on Mar 21. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The FWCE 110 class visited the 
Mescalero waste water treatment 
plant where the facility operator 
showed us the process used to treat 
our water. It starts with the intake of 
raw sewage and the students 
followed it through the cleaning 
process to the end where the water is 
clear and ready for discharge.  

They also learned how to run the lab 
tests and the ways in which the 
treatment plant operator interfaces 
with the EPA and state agencies. And, 
the class learned about how to get 
certified for these well-paying jobs in 
the field.  

 
FWCE 110 went on their first 

service learning field trip in early 

February. The students worked 

with the staff from White Sands 

National Monument to take data 

which will be used to observe 

dune movement. Eleven NMSU-

A students attended the field 

trip, along with three faculty and 

staff members. 

FWCE 110 is Fish, 

Wildlife and 

Conservation Ecology: 

Natural Resource 

Management class 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mental Health Services 
 

If you believe someone 
may need the services of a 
licensed counselor, the 
contact information for 
Presbyterian is: 
 

1501 East 10th Street 
575 437-7404 

 

1-855-466-7100 
(4:00pm– 11:30pm) 
Peer to Peer “Warm 

Line” 
 

Green/10 and Yellow/20 
ZTrans lines that come on 
campus stop at 
Presbyterian Medical 
Behavioral Health. 
 

There is also the NM Crisis 
Line which is 24 hours  
1-855-662-7474. 
 

On Thurs, Feb 25, Todd Green presented an hour-long clinic to an audience of 
about 60 college students and community members.  Todd discussed the 
cultural and historical roots of the instruments he displayed, and he 
demonstrated the rhythms and scales used by different cultures while playing 
the instruments.  
 

After the clinic, Adjunct Associate Professor of Music Jan King led a discussion 
with the audience.  The presentation was hosted by the ProTech division and the 
Learning Signature Task Force and was funded by a New Mexico Humanities 
Council grant.  Special thanks goes to the Arts Society students who helped 
move all the equipment and instruments in and out of the venue. 
 

 
Math 142 A70 
3 Credits; Online 
2nd 8-week course, March 21 – May 13 
Professor: Carmen Boje  
    
Course Overview: 
After reviewing some basic algebra, the idea of a limit will be 
introduced.  Derivatives of polynomial, exponential, 
logarithmic, and other similar functions will be applied.  
Interpreting graphs and using derivatives, as well as 
integration techniques, will be used to solve application 
problems that occur in economics and the life sciences. 
Prerequisite:  Math 121G 

 
 

NMSU-A Science & Service Learning Trail 

The team had a great hike with Dr. Melton and 

learned how to make way points using the GPS 

units. 

The next training will be how to download the 

information onto the computer and put it on a 

map. 

Join us Wed, Mar 9 at 11am in SC125. Bring a 

lunch! 

Academic Advising now has permanent full-
time advisors.  Please welcome Hazel Wilson 
and Tim Wheeler who have both been with us 
for a year.  Our third advisor Cindy Holder will 
join us on May 16. 
 

Congratulations Rick Kommer on his recent 
promotion.  Rick, who has been with the 
university for 15 years and is currently NMSU-A's 
Security Coordinator, has been promoted to 
Assistant Manager for Facilities and Services. 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Rotary Club of Alamogordo - The Johnson Scholarship:  The Johnson Scholarship offers a scholarship to residents of 
Otero County for the purpose of advancing education or skills by students attending a university, college, community/junior 
college, trade/vocational school, or training course. The Scholarship Committee of the Rotary Club of Alamogordo shall have 
sole discretion to determine the recipient(s).  An applicant, once approved for assistance, shall receive priority consideration for 
subsequent award(s) as long as the applicant maintains a grade point average (GPA) above that required for graduation.  
Additionally, the applicant must carry a course load equivalent to at least three quarter status if enrolled in an undergraduate 
program, or at least half-time status if enrolled as a graduate student. 
 

Scholarship applicants must show evidence of satisfactory progress in a training or vocational program, or an overall 2.5 GPA, 
or higher. An unofficial transcript, or letter explaining status of progress, must be attached, as well as proof of enrollment in a 
post-secondary institution or training program. See more at: http://rotaryclubofalamogordo.com/2011/05/jerry-johnson-
scholarship/#sthash.cBh3pQEx.dpuf 
 

Deadline date:  Must be received or postmarked no later than Wed, Mar 30. 
 
The Billie Holder Memorial, Rotary Scholarship:  The Rotary Club of Alamogordo offers the Billie Holder Memorial 
Rotary Scholarship to college students who are residents of Otero County. These scholarships are given in honor of Mr. Billie 
Holder, past owner/editor of the Alamogordo Daily News and Past District Governor (Rotary International District 5520). 
 

Scholarship applicants must be a resident of Otero County, have completed or will complete the freshman year of college (28 
credit hours, or more), and have an overall 2.5 GPA, or higher. A current unofficial transcript must be attached as well as proof 
of enrollment in NMSU. See more at: http://rotaryclubofalamogordo.com/2011/05/billie-holder-memorial-rotary-
scholarship/#sthash.uWVvHwZd.dpuf 
 

Deadline date:  Must be received or postmarked no later than Wed, Mar 30. 
 
The Shelby Miller Memorial Business Rotary Scholarship:  The Rotary Club of Alamogordo offers the Shelby Miller 
Memorial Business Rotary Scholarship, a scholarship up to $2,000.00 (no more than $1,000.00 per semester), to college students 
(at least sophomore standing) pursuing a business career course of study at NMSU (e.g., pre-business, occupational business, 
accounting, economics). 
 

Scholarship applicants must be a resident of Otero County, have completed or will complete the freshman year of college (28 
credit hours, or more), and have an overall 2.5 GPA, or higher. A current unofficial transcript must be attached as well as proof 
of enrollment in NMSU. See more at: http://rotaryclubofalamogordo.com/2011/05/continuing-student-award-
scholarship/#sthash.imFFQZOS.dpuf 
 

Deadline date:  Must be received or postmarked no later than Wed, Mar 30. 
 
Rotary Club of Alamogordo Medical Careers Scholarship:  The Rotary Club of Alamogordo offers scholarships to Otero 
County college students (at least sophomore standing) pursuing a degree or certificate in a medical career field (Associate in 
Science, nursing, biology, chemistry, environmental science, biomedical equipment technology, EMT, dental hygiene, dental 
assistant, diagnostic medical sonography, radiologic technology, etc.) 
 

Scholarship applicants must be a resident of Otero County, have completed or will complete the freshman year of college (28 
credit hours, or more), and have an overall 2.5 GPA, or higher. A current unofficial transcript must be attached as well as proof 
of enrollment in NMSU. See more at: http://rotaryclubofalamogordo.com/2011/05/medical-careers-
scholarship/#sthash.ElXcfFky.dpuf 
 

Deadline date:  Must be received or postmarked no later than Wed, Mar 30. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Help for college students who are blind or have low vision: The College Success program is available at no charge to 
students who are blind or have low vision who are attending a two- or four-year college, thanks to a generous grant from 
Learning Ally's donors. Students can receive access to Learning Ally's collection of books on a variety of devices. An integral 
part of the College Success program is a curriculum of materials and available mentors. Highlights of this curriculum include 
learning how to communicate and advocate for one's self with professors, using the services available to students with 
disabilities, technology skills self-assessment and getting involved on campus.  
 

More information about the College Success program and a form for getting started in joining is available at this link.  
http://www.learningally.org/CollegeSuccess/Join.aspx  

 

http://rotaryclubofalamogordo.com/2011/05/jerry-johnson-scholarship/#sthash.cBh3pQEx.dpuf
http://rotaryclubofalamogordo.com/2011/05/jerry-johnson-scholarship/#sthash.cBh3pQEx.dpuf
http://rotaryclubofalamogordo.com/2011/05/billie-holder-memorial-rotary-scholarship/#sthash.uWVvHwZd.dpuf
http://rotaryclubofalamogordo.com/2011/05/billie-holder-memorial-rotary-scholarship/#sthash.uWVvHwZd.dpuf
http://rotaryclubofalamogordo.com/2011/05/continuing-student-award-scholarship/#sthash.imFFQZOS.dpuf
http://rotaryclubofalamogordo.com/2011/05/continuing-student-award-scholarship/#sthash.imFFQZOS.dpuf
http://rotaryclubofalamogordo.com/2011/05/medical-careers-scholarship/#sthash.ElXcfFky.dpuf
http://rotaryclubofalamogordo.com/2011/05/medical-careers-scholarship/#sthash.ElXcfFky.dpuf
http://www.learningally.org/CollegeSuccess/Join.aspx


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Honor of Women’s History Month 
The NMSU-A Library Cultural Film Series 2016 

Presents: 

“When Women are in Charge” 
March 20, 2pm 

NMSU-A Townsend Library 
 
The film will address the idea that businesses, politics 
and the world in general are being run according to 

what some women consider to be ‘male values'. The 
program begins in Iceland, a country hit hard by the 

economic crisis, where women are filling positions left 
vacant in the wake of the economic collapse.  

 

Other women adding their voices to this report 
include Elena Salgado, Spanish Minister of Economy 
and Finance; Christine Lagarde, French Minister of 
Economy; and Noelia Fernández Arroyo, of Yahoo 

Europe. 

 
Library Hosted APS 
Librarian Staffs:  The 
NMSU-A library staff 
conducted an in-service 
workshop for the 
librarians, library aides 
and assistants of 
Alamogordo Public 
Schools.  The workshop, 
titled "Information 
Resources for the School 
Library", allowed the 
attendees to learn where 
and how to access 
information for use in 
their libraries.  

Training Opportunity:  Please mark your calendars for a 
training on March 10, “Dealing With Difficult 
People”.  Chief Stephen Lopez from the NMSU Police 
Dept. will hold this training from 1:00-2:30 pm in the 
Rohovec. 
 
A/C and heating repair: The Automotive students are 
currently working on A/C and heating repair.  Please 
contact Michael Furphy at 575-439-3860 or by 
email:  Furphy@nmsu.edu so that he can schedule you in 
or answer questions regarding your vehicle.  
 
“Friends and Family Days”: The Phlebotomist Technician 
is a 16-week program that trains the 
future phlebotomist technician to draw high quality blood 
samples from patients and prepare those specimens for 
medical testing. The technician has direct contact with 
patients while explaining procedures, taking blood 
pressure, pulse and respiration readings, and drawing 
blood specimens in a skillful, safe and accurate 
manner.  To develop these skills, our phlebotomy 
students host "Friends and Family Days," in which 
volunteers allow our students (who are supervised at all 
times by several instructors) to draw their blood.  If you 
are at least 18 years of age you can volunteer for one or 
more of the "Friends and Family Days."  The dates and 
times are: Mar 22, 9 AM-11:30 AM and Apr 2, 3 PM-5:30 
PM.  For further information, please call NMSU-A Allied 
Health Programs at 575-439-3878. 
 

More Information 

Testing Center and Academic Support Center 
Hours Spring Break Week 

 

Academic Support Center:   Testing Center: 
 

Monday: 9-5            Monday: 8-5  
         (HiSET Testing Only) 

Tuesday: 9-5            Tuesday: 9-4 
Wednesday: 9-5    Wednesday: 9-4 
Thursday: 9-5          Thursday: 9-4 
Friday: 9-5                Friday: 9-4 
Saturday: CLOSED                Saturday: CLOSED 
 
 

mailto:Furphy@nmsu.edu

