Campus Connection
October 18, 2016

From the President’s Office
Dear Campus,
NMSU-A has been busy these past couple of weeks.
Congratulations are extended to John Barnes, Student Services,
and the many faculty and staff who participated in the 2nd
annual open house for high school students. The feedback from
the high schools consistently describes how impressed students
are with our facilities, faculty, and staff. We all know this is a
terrific place to teach and learn, and this event is a way for us to
share that message.
Kudos go to the Sub-Committee on Shared Governance led by
Kim Lopez-Gallagher and Wayne McGowan who have been
working practically around the clock to reorganize our
committee structure to align with our two new academic units.
The campus will continue to weigh in on the new committee
structure. If you have not already done so, please read the
document carefully and provide feedback. A thoughtful and
careful approach to this task will benefit our campus for years to
come.
Anne Ricksecker is heading up an NMSU-A United Way campaign
effort for us beginning this Friday, October 21 at 9:00 am in the
Rohovec Theatre. I know she has lined up an interesting
presentation with surprises and inspirational messages. I
appreciate her work and encourage you to stop by and learn how
our campus can help contribute to the betterment of our
community through United Way.
Please have a safe Halloween and enjoy our beautiful fall
weather. Stay away from mean-looking clowns.
Dr. Ken Van Winkle
President
New Mexico State University Alamogordo
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FINANCIAL AID INFORMATION

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE LIBRARY?

FAFSA® Changes for 2017–18

Celebrate Disability Awareness Month with the library
by checking out some of the material we have on display this
month. Also, view the selected list of books from the link on our
library home page http://nmsua.edu/library.

On Sept. 14, 2015, President Obama announced significant
changes to the Free Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA®) process that will impact millions of students.
Starting with the 2017-18 application cycle, the following
changes will be put in place:



Students will be able to submit a FAFSA® earlier.
Students will be able to file a 2017–18 FAFSA as early as
Oct. 1, 2016, rather than beginning on Jan. 1, 2017. The
earlier submission date will be a permanent change, enabling
students to complete and submit a FAFSA earlier every year.
(There is NO CHANGE to the 2016–17 schedule. The FAFSA
became available January 1 as in previous years.)

Tom Blessum, photographic artist and
member of the Cloudcroft Art
Society, will have artwork on display
at the Townsend Library this month.
Stop by and check it out!



Students will use earlier income information.
Beginning with the 2017–18 FAFSA, students will be required
to report income information from an earlier tax year. For
example, on the 2017–18 FAFSA, students (and parents, as
appropriate) will report their 2015 income information,
rather than their 2016 income information.

Scholar Dollar$
Scholar Dollar$ is the singular online scholarship
application and awarding system for New Mexico State
University. Students from any campus can apply for all NMSU
scholarships.
Scholar Dollar$ is open from October 1st to March 1st each
year.
Applicants are encouraged to apply early and annually.
https://scholarships.nmsu.edu/

To learn about available scholarships and important financial aid
updates, Like and Follow our Facebook page at:
https://www.facebook.com/NMSU-A-Financial-Aid-Office-SchoolCode-002658-207298915959830/.
For important veterans updates and scholarship information, Like
and Follow the NMSU-A Veterans Program, and Like our Facebook
page at: https://www.facebook.com/nmsuaveterans/.

October is National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, and many
people across America are doing their part to show support for
those who have lost a battle to cancer, and the survivors who
continue to fight it. You can do your part, too. Wear a pink
ribbon, join a fundraiser, or donate to a local charity. To learn
more about the history of National Breast Cancer Awareness
Month, and how to get involved, visit:
http://www.nationalbreastcancer.org/breast-cancerawareness-month

Help Us Turn the
Campus Pink
Wear Pink on Wednesday, October 26th and Thursday,
October 27th to honor a loved one who lost their
battle with breast cancer, and to show support for the
fighters against and survivors of Breast Cancer.

The winner of the NMSU-A Holiday Card Contest will receive a check in
the amount of $250 donated by the NMSU-A Foundation, and an
NMSU-A prize pack worth over $100! The winning image will be
printed on the front of the 2016 NMSU-A Holiday Card, and the
student’s name and submission information will be included on the back of
the card.
For more information, contact Katie Pacelli-Klinger at
(575) 439-3729 or email kpacelli@nmsu.edu.

Join Take Back the Night Alamogordo for the
11th Annual March and Rally
April 8, 2017 6-9 PM
NMSU-A Tays Center
2400 N. Scenic Dr.

Shatter the Silence. Stop the Violence.
TAKE BACK THE NIGHT!
Find us on Facebook at
Take Back the Night Alamogordo
tbtnalamogordo@gmail.com
PO Box 1065
Alamogordo, NM 88311

The Lady of the Mountain Run has provided scholarships to NMSU-A
students for the past two years. Last year, ten students received
$500 each. There is also a Corporate Cup relay that involves two
runners splitting the distance of the 1/2 marathon.
For more information, or to sign up to volunteer, contact
Claire Forsmann at cforsman@nmsu.edu.

NMSU-A Spotlight:
John Adams

When NMSU-A College Associate Professor of Graphic Arts John Adams walks into the Technical Education Building each day, a
new stream of students suddenly appear in the hallways. John’s amiable character, enthusiasm, and skill have been
important elements that have attracted a dedicated following in his classes. In addition, he serves as the faculty advisor of the
“Studio Media Solutions” student group. This group has had a reputation as “doers,” and when one finds the building
decorated with holiday garnish or student artwork, you can bet that John and his students were there making things happen.

John and his students also play an important role in designing and developing logos, pamphlets, and fliers that help the
campus promote its activities. During the last five years, John and his colleagues have revamped the NMSU-A Computing AAS,
helping the campus complete important goals related to its Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) Project.
John also contributes to the campus' online presence as a Quality Matters certified Master Reviewer. As an institution heavily
invested in Quality Matters, NMSU-A’s online offerings meet rigid standards designed to assure quality in online education.
This year John has taken it upon himself to convert feeder classes, or key classes that introduce students to his field of study to
online classes. He is enthusiastic that this offering will draw more students into his program and increase enrollment and participation in Computer Graphics at NMSU-A.
Outside of being a great instructor, leader, and overall good guy, John is the happy owner of a llama! His yard, as a
consequence of constant light grazing and llama-generated fertilizer, is one of the nicest in his neighborhood.
If you would like to meet John Adams and learn more about his graphic arts program, he is located in room 127 in the
Technical Education Building. You can also contact him by phone at (575) 439-3675 or email at jadams@nmsu.edu.

CLASSES AVAILABLE THROUGH CONTINUING EDUCATION

Five NMSU-A students; Jacob Aragon, LaPorsha Campbell, Zoe Elliot, Alton Glendening, and Eddie Kemp, and three former NMSU-A
students; Andres Osorio, Elan Glendening, and Margaret Turpin, attended the New Mexico AMP 2016 Student Research Conference on
September 30th. Four of the students, Jacob, LaPorsha, Alton, and Eddie, presented on research that they were involved in this past
summer as part of the 2016 SCCORE program. LaPorsha Campbell, Margaret Turpin, and Elan Glendening were awarded first, second, and
third place respectively in the community college competition. We are very proud of our current and former students! When you see
them, be sure to congratulate them on a job well done and for representing NMSU-A so well!

On the left: Jacob Aragon
On the right: Alton Glendening
Photos courtesy of Jack Diven Photography

On the left: Andres Osorio
On the right: Eddie Kemp
Photos courtesy of Jack Diven Photography

On the left: LaPorsha Campbell
On the right: LaPorsha Campbell accepting
the first place award from Dr. James King.
Photos courtesy of Jack Diven Photography

On the left: Margaret Turpin
On the right: Margaret Turpin
accepting the second place award from Dr.
James King.
Photos courtesy of Jack Diven Photography

On the left: Elan Glendening
On the right: Elan Glendening
accepting the third place award from Dr.
James King.
Photos courtesy of Jack Diven Photography

AGGIE CUPBOARD ALAMOGORDO
Here is some “food” for thought:
Did you know Aggie Cupboard Alamogordo distributes food all
year? So far in 2016, 101 food distributions have helped
NMSU-A students, faculty and staff in need. This amounts
to more than $1500 in food and is done only through the
generous donations of food and cash by the NMSU-A and
Alamogordo communities.
Each distribution includes:
1 can of soup
1 can of fruit
2 cans of vegetables
1 can of pasta/tomato sauce
1 can of beans
2 to 3 pounds of dry pasta, beans or rice
15 ounces of tuna/chicken or 20 to 30 ounces of peanut butter
3 or 4 other items that we have available
Your donations are greatly appreciated but, as you might
imagine, it doesn’t take long to deplete our shelves.

Food Truck Service
Be sure to check your NMSU-A email and our Facebook page for the
Chaos Bistro winter campus schedule and weekly specials, and don’t
miss our live broadcast on Facebook every Wednesday morning at 11:45
announcing additional NMSU-A specials, contests, and prizes! They
could be free sodas, lunches, backpacks, Aggie football tickets, or other
great prizes! You do NOT have to be a student to participate, but you
DO have to Like and Follow the New Mexico State University
Alamogordo Facebook page to find out about the specials each week!
Don’t miss out and please help us spread the word!

We are in great need of packages of dry pasta, rice and beans and
canned tomato/pasta sauce and peanut butter. We can also
always use canned soups, fruit, vegetables, chicken, and tuna. All
items need to have a “use by” or “best by” date in the
future. We also accept cash donations through the NMSU-A
Foundation which can easily be made by contacting Mary
Fechner at (575) 439-3696.
Please do what you can to help.
The next Aggie Cupboard Alamogordo food distribution will be at
the Tays Center Kitchen located near Adult Education:



Tuesday, October 25th from 4pm to 6pm



Wednesday, October 26th from 4pm to 6pm

Distribution is open to any NMSU-A or NMSU student or
employee who has an NMSU-A ID number. Anyone receiving
food will need to complete a short information card with their
name, ID number, and any food restrictions or allergies. You may
also provide constructive comments to help the pantry improve.
For more information, contact Greg Hillis at (575) 439-3624.

If you have an article, story, or photo you would like to share in the Campus Connection Newsletter, please send it to
Katie Pacelli-Klinger at kpacelli@nmsu.edu or call (575) 439-3729. Don’t forget to Like and Follow the New Mexico State
University Alamogordo Facebook Page and @NMSU on Twitter!

