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Dear Graduating Class of 2018: 

Graduation is a moment worthy of reflection and an opportunity to acknowledge those who 
helped you arrive at this special day. It is more than a chance to reflect on the past four years, it 
is a rite of passage. I encourage you to take a moment to thank the special people who helped 
you along the way. I feel honored to join your family, friends, professors and mentors in 
celebrating this important milestone. I am grateful for the opportunity to share a few words as 
you celebrate the culmination of many years of dedication and hard work. 

Throughout your time at New Mexico State University-Alamogordo (NMSU-A), you have 
pursued individual dreams and overcome personal challenges. Each one of you has a unique 
perspective and you have brought a multitude of interests, experience, and talents to the 
university and our state. As individuals, you have matured. As students, you have fulfilled the 
tasks put before you and are receiving a degree that recognizes those accomplishments. Despite 
your different paths, you have forged a common experience through supporting each other, 
exchanging ideas, and creating countless memories that you will cherish for the rest of your 
lives. 

Now it is your tum to use your expertise and begin your careers. I am eager to see you apply the 
knowledge you have gained at NMSU-A to give back to our community and our country with 
your time, talent and unique experiences. I am confident you will use your talent and education 
in powerful ways that inspires, touches, and changes lives throughout state. 

I would also like to thank President Van Winkle and the dedicated staff at NMSU-A for their 
efforts to help you construct a strong foundation for your continued achievement. I pledge to 
continue working hard in Washington to equip our students, workforce, and educational 
institutions with the support they need to help shape future generations of New Mexicans. 
Congratulations! 

Martin Heinrich 
UNITED STATES SENATOR 
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