
NMSUA 
Pathways and Career Education 

(PACE)

(Formerly Adult Education)



NMSUA Tays
2400 N. Scenic Drive
Alamogordo, NM 88310
575-439-3812
paceNMSUA@nmsu.edu

Pathways and 
Career 
Education is 
located at the 
Tays Center

mailto:paceNMSUA@nmsu.edu


Pathways and Career 
Education Staff 
Information

• Maria Saenz, PACE/ASC Director
575-439-3813/575-439-3853

• Milly Flores, Test Coordinator/Instructor
575-439-3812

• Paula Harms-Van Duyn, I-Best Instructor
575-439-3815

• Veronica Hernandez, Program Coordinator
575-439-3814

• Lara Lopez, Instructor
575-439-3817

• Dan McNight, Instructor
• Kathleen Velasco, Instructor



PACE Staff Welcomes You



PACE Offerings
CLASS OFFERINGS:
• High School Equivalency 

Preparation
• High School Refresher
• Workforce Readiness Skills
• Career Pathways
• ELA (English Language Learner)
• Fast Track Class
• Computers

SITES:
• Tays Center
• Mescalero Apache Reservation
• Otero County Detention Center

There is a $15 annual registration fee to be paid during orientation. 
Proof of hardship will be required to waive fee.



High School Equivalency
NMSUA offers:

•GED® computer-based test

•HISET paper-and-pencil-based test. 

PACE strongly encourages students to take an 

assessment test and PACE classes before signing up for 

the GED® or HISET test. When students are prepared to 

take the official test, they will be charged a $15.00 

sitting fee per testing day.



ADA Accommodations at PACE

• Student enters the PACE program.
• Student self-discloses a disability during the 

onboarding process.
• The PACE program staff refers the student to the ADA 

Coordinator at NMSUA.
• Student receives accommodations prior to entering 

the program.



ADA Accommodations
NMSU is an equal opportunity institution. 

For disability accommodation, please 
contact Accessibility Services at:

575.439.3721
asdNMSUA@nmsu.edu

tel:5754393721
mailto:asdnmsua@nmsu.edu


Transition Opportunities to Postsecondary Education

PACE provides college 
transition opportunities for 
students by:
• Collaborating with NMSUA 

instructors
• Arranging a hands-on 

training in a Chemistry lab 
where they learned:

Ø Safety
Ø Lab Procedures
Ø Chemical Reactions and 

Chemical Equations



Transition Opportunities to Postsecondary Education

Transitional Opportunities in Fall 
2020 will include:

• NMSUA Allied Health Tour
• NMSUA Automotive and 

Hybrid Technology Tour
• NMSUA Computer Science 

Lab Experience
• NMSUA Electronics Hands-

on Lab



Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act 
(WIOA)
PACE partners with NM Workforce Connection to provide the 
following resources:

• Employment Services

•WIOA Adult Services

•WIOA Youth Services

NM Workforce Connections Career Coach/Youth Coordinator at PACE can 
assist with Job Search, Referrals and Placement, Interviewing Skills and 
Resume Writing.



Aggie Cupboard Food Distribution

Distribution is open to any NMSUA student or 
employee who has an NMSU-ID number. The 
Aggie Cupboard also accepts non-perishable food 
and/or financial donations. Please make checks 
out to the Otero Hunger Coalition, and provide 
them to Greg Hillis, Institutional Research Office, 
NMSU Alamogordo, 
Greg Hillis, gHillis@nmsu.edu 575.439.3624

mailto:ghillis@nmsu.edu
tel:5754393624


ACADEMIC SUPPORT CENTER
PACE students have access to the NMSUA Academic Support 
Center. The Academic Support Center promotes independence 
in learning through one-on-one and group tutoring. It also 
supports and reinforces instructors’ classroom teaching. Ten 
computer workstations, a StarBoard and a projector are 
available for student and/or faculty use.

ascNMSUA@nmsu.edu
testingNMSUA@nmsu.edu
575-439-3852

mailto:ascnmsua@nmsu.edu
mailto:testingNMSUA@nmsu.edu


Teaching Activities at PACE to Support Core 
Competencies of Social and Emotional Learning
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Self-Awareness Defined

Accurately Recognizing One’s 
Own Feelings and Thoughts and 
Their Influence on Behavior



Self-Awareness Practices at PACE

Journal Writing
•Writing prompts are meaningfully rooted in socio-emotional 

learning.
• Prompts ask students to consider their own resiliency.
• As students write, they become more self-aware of their own 

strengths.
• Students practice writing notes directly into their readings, 

listing questions and noting their reactions making students 
more self-aware.



Self-Management Defined

The ability to successfully regulate 
one’s emotions, thoughts, and 
behaviors in different situations —
effectively managing stress, 
controlling impulses, and 
motivating oneself.



Self-Management Practices at PACE

At the beginning of each class:
• Students are assigned a 3-ring binder with dividers 

marked to indicate each week of the 7 week session. 

• Students are encouraged to use the binders to hold 
their work and to keep all of their papers neat and 
organized.



Stress Management

COVID-19
Given the recent circumstances with COVID-19:
• Learning content even more so involves stress 

management. 
• In both English and Math classes, students have access to 

readings about relieving stress through breathing 
techniques and beginner level meditation. 
• In English class, student journals ask students to reflect and 

write about their experiences managing stress.



Self-Efficacy Defined

Self-Efficacy is the belief in one’s 
ability to succeed in achieving an 
outcome or reaching a goal.



Self-Efficacy

At the start of class:
• Students take a minute to fill out an index card to describe how 

they are feeling that day, in that moment. 
• The ability to overcome adversity is an important socio-

emotional skill for students to learn.
• Without the ability to feel empowered to overcome adversity, 

students have a difficult time being problem solvers that excel in 
the classroom, in their careers, in the community, and in life in 
general. 



Self-Efficacy Continued
• In English class, students are assigned readings about being able to overcome challenges. 

• Failures are discussed as positive and necessary to success. 

• Reading content that redefines failure and situates it as a milestone toward growth will 
hopefully help students cultivate a sense of self-efficacy.

• Math class often involves teacher modeling of self-management. When completing a 
problem with students, they are asked about frustrations that they feel with word 
problems or math concepts and allow for students to express their thoughts. 

• Steps are discussed to overcoming our frustrations and figuring out a strategy to 
complete the problem. 

• By externalizing our internal thought processes and working through obstacles, students 
are encouraged to strive to build their sense of self-efficacy.



Modeling Practices at PACE

Teachers at PACE are models for 
learning:
• Their presence in the classroom is 

significant.
• Not just what is taught, but what 

they teach without actually 
thinking about it.
• What social and emotional skills 

they have are important.
• What skills they embody are 

important. 

Teachers at PACE work to be models 
of Social Emotional Skills:
• They realize their importance of 

being a model of socio-emotional 
learning for students
• Teachers at PACE build socio-

emotional skills through 
professional development, self-
care, and self-reflection.



Relationship Skills Building at PACE

Math Class:

•Students will often work together in small groups to 
problem solve.

•Games like Scrabble, Battleship, and WhoDunnit are 
used in Math/English class to help students build 
communication skills, problem solving skills, and 
relationship skills.



Relationship Skills Building at PACE

English Class:

•Students learn adjectives through team games.
•Partner describes an object to the other partner.
•Student must guess what the object is.
•Class identifies adjectives used during game.



NMSUA Health and Wellness

NMSUA PACE program follows all requirements in regards to Covid-19.

• Social Distancing
•Use of Masks
•Hand Sanitizer
• Frequent Hand-Washing
•Class structure will be modified accordingly and will 

consist of small face to face classes, hybrid, and 
online offerings.


