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To all those walking today, a heartfelt congratulations! 

Whether you earned your high school equivalency certificate, associate's degree, or bachelor's degree -
you've worked hard and reached your goal. All of us here today-your family, friends, and community
are tremendously proud of you. 

Along the way, you likely experienced obstacles -- obstacles you might have thought at the time were 
insurmountable. You may have struggled financially, been raising young children, had tough courses 
you didn't think you'd make it through. Whatever the challenges -- think back now about how you 
overcame them. Your determination and grit will see you through tough times for the rest of your lives. 

I know you're getting a lot of advice today-- and you may be on advice-overload -- but I'd like to join in 
and offer you two thoughts: 

My first piece of advice is to follow your passions -- whatever they are. Life is to be lived. Don't sit in an 
armchair. Get out, figure out what you love, and do it. You will be happier and more productive for 
it. And if you don't succeed at first - keep on trying to figure out what it is that inspires you. Many of us 
don't have success in the beginning. You know, I lost my first two elections running for Congress. That 
wasn't easy. But we always learn more from our failures than from our successes. So, trust your gut, 
and find your own way. Michael Dell, the founder ofcomputer giant Dell, put it this way: "As you start 
your journey, the first thing you should do is throw away that store-bought map and begin to draw your 
own." 

My second piece of advice is to give back to your community in some way. It can be big or small. It 
doesn't matter. None of us does it on our own. We all get help, support, advice from friends, family, 
community organizations and agencies. So please give back. Again -- figure out what moves you, and 
get involved. You will make friends, learn, have fun, and contribute. And I guarantee, you will get back 
more than you give. 

So many young people are civically engaged right now. You inspire me. I see your generation marching 
and organizing to protect individual rights. The civil rights movement of the 1960's was led by young 
people. I see that same energy and activism now. One of the most important duties of citizenship is 
nurturing and participating in our democracy. Keep it up. 

Congratulations again on your hard work and success. This is your day. 

Tom Udall 
U.S. Senator 
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